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FOR  THI  SYINING  FI&l-SlDt. 

T»  the  Editors^ 

I  have  for  some  time  been  a  reader  of 
your  publication.  1  am  pleased  with  your 
prudent  care  in  canvassing  the  essays  sent 
you  for  insertion,  as  well  as  your  taste 
in  selecting. — You  have  my  sympathy  in 
the  arduous  task — arduous,  I  conceive  it 
to  be,  where  so  many  readers  of  differ¬ 
ent  tastes  and  inclinations,  require  to  be 
pleased.  In  reading  some  of  the  critical 
essays  contained  in  your  useful  miscella- 
ijy — the  fable  of  the  man,  his  two  sdns 
and  their  ass,  has  often  occurred — that  is 
the  impracticability  of  pleasing  every 
one.  I  wish  the  Evening  Fire-side  may 
be  encouraged,  and  that  the  social  circle 
may  study  to  improve  and  inform  one 
another  without  acrimony.  The  paper 
sometimes  has  carried  the  marks  of  un¬ 
profitable  contention.  I'his  is  not  plea¬ 
sant  to  the  lovers  of  peace  and  quietness 
—nor  need  we  marvel  if  such  leave  the 
room  where  the  company  is  vociferous. 
Perhaps  the  hint  may  be  taken.  I  have 
not  forgot  the  original  design  of  your 
Fire-side — and  which,  although  we  are 
reminded  of  it  roerij  wetk^  I  apprehend 
is  as  seldom  noticed  as  “  those  things 
which  daily  recur  without  raising  any 
emotion,”  I  mean— “  calculated  particu* 
larly  for  those  of  retired  habits  of  life.” 
Now,  minds  that  love  retirement,  do  not 
love  noise  or  disturbance — but  are  often 
beneRted  by  stilness,  serious  thoughtful¬ 
ness  and  instructive  conversation.  Your 
paper  has  variety  for  their  entertainment, 
but  I  apprehend  less  of  the  serious  in 
proportion  to  the  whole,  than  comports 
with  the  original  design.  But  this  is  per¬ 
haps  owing  to  a  want  of  contributions 
from  the  votaries  of  retirement.  May 
they  be  invited  to  the  Fire-side., 


On  viewing  your  last  number,  I  was 
pleased  with  your  return  of  civility  “  to 
correspondents,”  which  for  some  weeks 
past  I  have  in  vain  looked  for.  Writers 
for  periodical  publications  generally  feel 
some  anxiety  about  their  success,  or  that 
of  their  neighbours  ;  and  even  if  they 
fail  of  a  place,  or  are  consigned  to  what 
you  call  the  “  pigeon-hole,”  more  satis¬ 
faction  attends  the  certain  knowledge  of 
their  lot,  than  to  remain  in  anxious  sus- 
pence.  The  latter  has  been  the  situation 
of  my  friend  Iota,  who  some  weeks 
since  forwarded  a  little  adventure  to  the 
letter-box,  which  has  not  appeared.  He 
would  rather  go  even  to  the  “  pigeon-  | 
hole,”  until  his  feathers  grow,  than  to 
be  trampled  in  the  streets,  and  perhaps 
be  torn  by  swine.  However,  he  intends 
to  take  courage,  in  hope,  and  again  use 
his  feeble  efforts  to  contribute  his  “  mite” 
to  your  valuable  “  treasury,”  not  envy¬ 
ing  the  “  rich”  who  “  cast  in  much.” — 
This  disposition  I  wish  to  encourage  in 
him,  and  others  who  by  their  own  esti¬ 
mate  are  “  poor,”  and  would  have  them 
remember  that  a  man  is  accepted  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  he  hath,  and  not  accord¬ 
ing  to  what  he  hath  not.” 

I  would  recommend  a  little  more  at¬ 
tention  to  the  orthography  and  punctua¬ 
tion.  A  neat  decent  dress,  has  some 
recommendation  in  it,  that  procures  ad¬ 
miration,  if  not  respectability. 

Ementus. 

\2tb  mo.  13,  1805. 

FOR  THE  EVENING  FIRE-SIDE. 

DUELLING. 

Intemperate  ragk  of  noble  bloods,  to  make 
I'hem  selves  a  grave  ; 

What  busy  fend  instill’d  the  dire  mistake, 

That  not  to  S‘:ive 

But  to  destroy  the  fairest  work  of  heaven, 

This  valour  breathing  heart  was  given  ; 

And  these  unspotted  hands  design’d. 

While  nature  shudders  at  the  guilty  strife. 

To  wreak  the  vengeance  of  an  angry  mind, 

And  bathe  their  whiteness  in  a  brother’s  life. 


Call  it  not  honour;  ’twere  a  crime  to  tell 
So  fair  a  saint  should  ape  the  deeds  of  hell. 

Firmness  was  planted  on  the  brow  of  man 
For  nobler  ends— 

And  the  wide  world’s  ill-judging  plaudits  can 
But  poor  amends 

For  talents  misapplied-^if  only  just 
To  hot  revenge,  or  spurn’d  by  lust, 

Uuder  false  glories  vain  pretence. 

We  idly  throw  our  b^ier  hopes  aside. 

And  make  our  courage  pander  to  our  sense,. 

Borne  on  the  waves  of  unrelenting  yride. 

We  slight  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  GoH^ 

For  our  own  souls  to  arm  the  future  rod. 

Bow  down  fond  heart,  and  thou  my  reason  bbw 
At  Beauty’s  shrine : 

Make  thy  liege  mistress,  by  a  solemn  vow, 
Almost  divine— 

Strain  every  faculty  to  work  her  will. 

But  let  the  bloody  sword  be  still ; 

For  self-d^ferded  virtue  stands, 

Tho’  dangers  frown,  or  thrilling  joys  entice  j 
And  not  the  eflorts  of  ten  thousand  hands 

Can  picture  goodness  on  the  brow  of  vice. 
Weak  in  herself  she  shrinks  from  virtue’s  light. 
As  B^)m  the  orient  morn  the  shades  of  night. 

c. 

6th  Month,  1804. 


FOR  THE  EVENING  FIRE-SIDE. 

**  Forsake  the  foolish  and  live,  and  go  in  the  way 
of  understartding.” 

This  precept  was  delivered  by  one,  •  ^ 
who,  no  doubt,  was  well  acquainted  witlv 
human  nature,  and  the  pernicious  conse¬ 
quences  of  associating  with  bad  compa¬ 
ny.  The  improper 'tendency  of  “  evil 
communications,”  is  sufficiently  evinced 
in  the  effects,  which  they  produce,  by 
corrupting  good  morals.  It  is  a  maxim 
equally  ancient  and  well  established,  thaV 
the  connexions  which  we  form,  and  the 
intimacies,  we  contract,  reject  like  specu- 
lums  our  characters  to  the  world.  This, 
then,  is  one  important  reason  why  we 
should  avoid  the  society  of  tht  loose  and 
dissolute,  and  endeavour  to  establish 
ourselves  in  what  is  morally  good-  We 
naturally  imbibe  the  habits,  the  senti¬ 
ments,  and  the  manners  of  our  associates, 
however  different  ours  may  have  been. 


r 
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I  of  the  New'-Efigleiiders  ;  who  have  frc. 
Iquently  been  seen  removing  with  a  large 
family,  emigrating  with  their  beds,  wives 
and  children,  riding  upon  cows.  T  hese 
they  would  ride  by  day,  and  milk  by 
night,  and  thus  they  would  somehow, 
and  in  a  manner  not  the  most  uncomfort¬ 
able,  reach  a  distance  of  several  hundred 
miles. 

The  state  of  Ohio,  appears  to  he  ra¬ 
pidly  settling  ;  and  to  a  philanthropic 
mind,  affords  a  pleasing  prospect,  as  pre¬ 
senting  a  vast  asylum  lor  the  poor;  as 

”  e  Western 


Fin4*  this  with  that  but  U1  a§Mes, 
A  train  of  inconsistencies  ; 
Resolves  and  re-resoltes  again, 

1*  amend  the  errors  of  his  plan : 
Thus  wisdom  is  procrastinated. 


originally  formed  by  nature,  or  by  edu¬ 
cation.  This  is  another  strong  induce¬ 
ment  for  us  to  “  forsake  the  foolish,  and 
go  in  the  way  of  understanding” — to 
avoid  the  contaminating  influence  of  the 
vicious,  and  to  frequent  the  circles  of 
those  who  are  worthy  of  our  esteem  and 
imitation.  Since  our  characters  arc  thus 
dependent  on  those  with  whom  wc  are 
familiar,  we  ought  to  be  very  cautious  in 
the  choice  of  our  intimates,  to  select 
those  who  have  been  carefully  educated, 
of  good  dispositions  and  unblemished 
characters.  “  Select  for  your  compani- 
ons,”  says  a  certain  wise  author, , 
those  who  arc  men  of  good  sense  and 
“  understanding  ;  and  if  possible,  who 
“  excel  in  some  art,  science,  or  accom- 
plishment,  that  so  in  the  course  of 
vour  acquaintance,  your  very  hours  of 
“  amusement  may  contribute  to  your  im- 
“  provement.  By  this  means  you  will 
become  happy  in  yourself  and  a  useful 


Asd  all  hit  best  designs  defeated  ! 
Old  age  arrives  and  he  looks  back. 
And  Views  amaz’d  his  devious  track  : 
Admires  the  ^ortness  of  his  race. 
And  what  poor  trifles  hll  the  space! 
Wliat  now  avails  the  flattering  views, 
That  man  in  vantty  pursues  ! 
Blossoms  that  bear  unpleasant  fruit. 
Since  life’s  decaying  at  the  root ; 

The  evening  of  so  short  a  day 
Is  sfxmding  fast,  and  soon  away/ 

If  the  vain  pilgrimage  he*s  past. 

Must  end  in  sorrow  at  the  last. 

Therefore,  let  Wisdom  he  pursu’d. 
In  this  frail  life  the  greatest  good 
See.k  W  isdom  earl) ,  and  regard 
That  peace  w'hich  is  its  own  reward. 

t 

If  all  mankind  go  the  wrong  way. 
Go  not  w’ith  multitudes  astray  ; 

And  let  not  Custom  recommend 
An  act  that  Truth  cannot  defend  :* 
Let  conscience  regulate  thy  ways, 

In  all  thou  do’st  throughout  thy  days  ; 
Redeem  the  time  with  good  employ. 
And  every  moment  thus  enjoy. 

Then,  tho’  the  evening  shades  prevail 
'1  hy  source  of  comfort  shall  not  fail : 
Tho’  lift?  be  short,  yet  like  the  sun,  T 
In  the  short  day  thy  course  be  run,  C 
And  happily  Uiy  business  done.  3 


indeed  does  the  whole  of  th 
country.  But  no  part  of  it  combines  so 
many  advantages,  perhaps,*  or  is  settling 
with  fairer  auspices,  than  the  slate  of 
Ohio.  Slavery  is  precluded  ;  the  popu¬ 
lation  is  mostly  from  the  north,  and  habits 
of  labour,  and  the  concomitant  v  irtues  are 
prevalent.  As  the  improvement  and 
consequent  excellence  of  a  country  de- 


countrr,  fine.  No  greater  misfortunt 
can  befal  a  people,  than  the  general  adop 
tion  of  the  maxim,  that  “  to  labour  u  ill 
one’s  hands  is  dishonourable. Ohio  be; 
dlaectly  west  of  Pennsylvania,  is  aboiil 
the  same  size,  has  been  settled  undei 
similar  auspices,  and  bids  fair,  in  time, 
to  rival  it,  for  population,  manners,  opu< 
lence  and  respectability- 


For  the  Evening  Fireside, 

THE  SHORTEST  OAT  MORALIZED 

The  shortest  day,  its  narrow  span. 
Resembles  the  short  lile  of  mau  ! 

The  sun  appears,  ’tis  noon  and  night, 
Darsi.ess  ensues  the  transient  light : 

Old  time  IS  hastening  on  his  way. 

With  equal  speed  the  shortest  day  ; 

And  life  is  but  aglim])sein  ha.ste. 

Taken  at  random,  aiid^soon  past. 

In  rcirosjicct  e’en  fourscore  )ears. 

Hut  like  a  span  of  time  ap]>ears; 

In  which  the  bud  of  man  an^se, 

'rhe  leaves  of  Fanev  to  disclose  : 

His  judgment  to  renne  his  plan, 

T’  assume  the  character  of  Man  ; 

His  biushing  honours  and  his  Iruit, 

The  frost  of  age  then  nips  his  root ; 

And  all  the  blossoms  of  his  day 
Are  quickly  o’er,  and  pass’d  away. 

Like  the  short  seasons  of  the  year, 

'The  stages  of  his  life  appear  ; 

*Tis  Spring— 'the  seeds  of  life  arise. 

And  with  variety  surprize; 

The  plants  of  cultivaiion  grow. 

And  weeds  unuumber’d  overriow ; 

The  sofi ’ring  showers  array  the  6elds, 
With  all  tliat  bounteous  nature  yields  ; 
And  Summer,  with  its  fervid  heat. 
Succeeds  the  purpose  to  compleat : 

Then  st'ber  Autumn  ripening  fast. 

Kindly  matures  the  seasons  past ; 

Hut  wiiar  avails  bie  sunshine  time. 

The  year  is  fast  on  the  decline; 

Fnrm  life  aud  beauty^  green  and  gay. 

To  death  and  nature’s  disarray. 

Cold  Winter  comes  to  close  the  scene. 
And  change  the  prospects  that  have  been 
Thus  man’s  short  life  advances  on, 

’Tis  hnish’d  e’er  ’tis  well  begun. 

Warm  in  his  youth  his  fancy  glows. 

With  all-  that  hope  in  pros{>ect  shews  ; 
With  zeal  he  labom-s  through  his  life. 

For  ever  wdth  himself  at  strife: 


.  FOR  THE  EVENING  FIRE-SIDE. 

An  Elegy  on  the  Death  Wm.  Couper. 

And  is  the  spirit  of  the  Poet  fled  ? 

Yes — from  i*'a  earthly  tenement  'tis  flown  j 

And  Death  at  length  has  added  to  the  dead, 

'Fhe  sweetest  minstrel  that  the  world  has  kupwn 

Untainted  with  the  blandishments  of  vice'. 

Which  mark  the  manner*  of  the  present  Age,. 

He  sought  and  found  the  peai  1  of  precious  pi  ic^. 
Which  stands  recorded  in  the  sacred  page. 

Yc%  spi^c  of  all  that  •visdom  could  impart. 

And  all  the  fervour  of  religious  tiame  i 

Gncf  pour’d  a  tide  of  anguish  through  his  heart. 
And  sliook  the  fabric  of  the  mental  frame. 

Too  nice,  too  great,  his  sympathy  of  soul. 

For  oh  !  his  feelings  were  so  well  refin’d, 

Thar  sense  became  impatient  of  coniroul. 

And  madness  seiz’d  the  empire  pf  his  mind. 

But  when  reflection  threw  her  eagle  eye 
Athwart  the  glriom  of  unpr^ipitious  fate  ; 

Faith  op’d  a  splendid  vista  to  the  sky. 

And  gave  an  earnest  of  a  happier  state. 

To  see,  while  sceptics  to  the  effects  of  chance, 
Ascribe  creation’s  ever  varying  form  ; 

To  see,  distinctly  at  the  first  slite  glance. 

Who  w  ings  thedightuing,  and  who  drives  the 
storm.  • 


with  his  familv,  and  being  unable  to  fit 
out  with  a  waggon,  as  is  common,  was 
not  however  discouraged  from  attempt¬ 
ing  a  removal  some  how.  He  according¬ 
ly  set  out  a  few  days  since,  and  has  been 
seen  with  his  wife,  a  female,  and  two 
small  children,  destined  to  Ohio,  hav- 
I  ing  no  othbr  vehicle  6f  removal  than  a 
I  wheel'barrow.  His  appearance  in  Wood¬ 
bury  upon  some  public  day  called  forth 
the  sympathy  of  the  bystanders,  who  be¬ 
held  him  toiling  along,  and  immediately 
collected  for  him  a  handful  of  small  sil¬ 
ver.  His  wife  walks,  and  one  of  the 
children  rides  till  the  other  Is  tired  of 
walking,  which  then  takes  a  seat  to-'ride 
in  its  turn.  He  had  a  bed,  and  other 
accommodations,  and  having  collected 
tributes  of  curiosity  and  s\  mpathy  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
vicinity,  has  since  been  seen  like  another 
Sisyphus,  rolling  his  wheel-barrow  up  the 
mountains.  This  exceeds  the  dexterity 
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To  brush  the  cobweb  follies  from  the  great, 
Which  act  with  all  his  sophistry  has  spread; 

Uphold  the  honours  of  a  sinking  state, 

And  bid  religion  raise  her  drooping  head  ; 

Such  were  the  duties  of  th*  enraptur’d  bard, 
la  such,  his  lucid  intervals  he  pass’d  ; 

And  Hniling  virtue  was  her  own  reward, 

W oo’d  and  rever'd  the  vestal  to  the  last. 

Know  then,  tho’  death  has  added  to  his  list 
As  sweet  a  bard  as  ever  swept  the  lyre ; 

In  death’s  despite  his  memory  shall  exist, 

Ln  i}umbers  pregnant  with  celestial  tire. 

Vcs — Cowperi  vsiriathy  own  expressive  lays. 
Lays  which  have  haply  many  a  mind  illum’d. 

Thy  name  shall  triumph  o’er  the  lapse  of  days. 
And  only  perish  when  the  world’s  consum’d. 


FOR  THE  EVENING  FIRE-SIDB. 

TOBACCO. 

Among  the  many  pernicious  customs 
which  prevail  among  mankind,  there  is 
none  perhaps  more  absurd  and  ridiculous 
than  that  of  the  immoderate  use  of  To¬ 
bacco.  Experience  teaches  us  that  it  is 
a  practice  that  involves  in  its  consequen¬ 
ces  many  destructive  evils.  Besides  an 
unprofitable  waste  of  time,  it  is  in  many 
instances  highly  unfavourable  to  health, 
as  may  be  evinced  from  the  highest  me¬ 
dical  authority,  by  impairing  the  appe¬ 
tite,  promoting  indigestion  through  the 
waste  of  saliva^  in  chewing  or  smoking, 
and  producing  many  nervous  diseases, 
such  as  tremors  in  the  hands,  head^ache^ 
epilepsy^  &c.  Chewing  and  smoking, 
are  not  only  indecent  practices,  but  they 
are  destructive  to  the  teeth,  foul  the 
mouth,  and  consequently,  render  the 
breath  extremely  disagreeable  and  offen¬ 
sive.  The  use  of  snuff  frequently  in¬ 
jures  the  voice,  by  obstructing  the  nose, 
and  sometimes  impairs  the  memory. — 
Sir  John  Pringle,  President  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Loudon,  lost  the  powers  of 
recollection  through  the  excessive  use  of 
snuff ;  but  by  following  the  advice  of 
Doctor  Franklin  to  desist  from  the  prac¬ 
tice,  he  again  recovered  this  faculty, 
though  at  a  very  advanced  age.  The  ad¬ 
vocates  for  the  use  of  this  nauseous  weed 
'among  other  things  in  its  favour,  assert 
that  it  is  a  good  preventive  against  con- 
tageous  diseases.  But  this  is  a  vulgar 
error,  and  is  contradicted  by  innumera¬ 
ble  facts.  The  celebrated  Philanthropist 
John  Howard  in  his  tour  through  Eu¬ 
rope  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  pub¬ 
lic  prisons  in  his  laudable  endeavours  to 
alleviate  the  burden  of  human  misery  ; 
proved  that  tobacco  had  no  power  in 
checking  the  contagioi\  of  the  Plague  or 
other  contageous  diseases  j  and  experi¬ 


ence  in  this  country  has  amply  ascertain¬ 
ed  that  it  is  equally  ineffectual  against  the 
Yellow  Fever. 

Joe  Crib. 

OldSodt  Dec.  12. 

FOR  THE  EVENING  FIRE-SIDE. 

— -•<  Too  long  I  set  at  nought 
The  swarm  ot  friendly  warnings  which  around  me 
dew  :  — 

And  smil’d  unsmitten  :~sinaU  voy  cause  to  smile.” 

Young. 

This  day  I  received  intelligence  that  a 
neighbour  was  to  be  interred,  who  a  day 
or  two  since  went  to  market — having  left 
home  in  apparent  perfect  health  ;  but 
while  in  town,  felt  a  little  sick,  and  con¬ 
cluded  to  lie  down  in  his  waggon.  He 
did  so,  and  expired  in  a  few  minutes] — 
Sudden  transition  !  Awful  change  I  Rea¬ 
der,  fancy  thyself  to  be  in  his  situa¬ 
tion,  at  hastily  called  from  works  to  re¬ 
wards.  How  wouldst  thou  appear? — 
Thou  art  as  much  a  tenant  at  will,”  as 
the  object  noV  contemplated.  Thou  art 
as  liable  to  be  suddenly  called  from  this 
transitory  scene.  Then,  let  this  be  a  so¬ 
lemn  warning,  not  to  be  set  at  nought.” 
The  subject  is  serious,  is*awful,  well  de¬ 
serving  our  attention,  it  loudly  calls  up¬ 
on  us,  “  Be  ye  also  ready,  for  at  an  hour 
when  ye  think  not,  the  messenger  co- 
meth.”  Permit  me  to  call  upon  you,  to 
intreut  you,  by  every  motive  that  effects 
your  nearest  interests  and  eternal  welfare 
to  ponder — to  reflect  deeply  on  the  un¬ 
certain  tenure  of  all  earthly  enjoyments, 
and  the  awful  importance  of  so  living  as 
to  have  our  accounts  in  readiness  for  the 
final  settlement,  for  as  surely  as  we  exist, 
so  certainly  the  day  will  come — perhaps 
soon  and  sudden. — Let  us  be  warned,  and 
admonished  timely. — Suffer  the  instances 
of  sudden  mortality  to  “  smite”  deeply — 
for  indeed  “  small  is  our  cause  to  smile” 
— when  we  consider  that  life  hangs  by  a 
slender  thread — easily  rent  asunder — sub¬ 
ject  to  innumerable  accidents  and  dan¬ 
gers. 

— **  The  spider’s  most  attenuated  thread 
**  Is  cord,  is  cable,  to  man’s  tender  tie 
“  On  earthly  bliss -it  breaks  at  every  breeze.” 

Iota. 

12^i6  mo.  6tb,  1805. 

FOR  THE  EVENING  FIRE-SIDE. 

retrospection. 

"A^  day  after  day  passes  away  in  swift 
and  silent  succession,  to  return  no  more, 
— it  is  good  for  us  to  know  how  we  em¬ 
ploy  the  precious  moments,  thus  in  mer¬ 


cy  meted  out  to  us  ; — it  is  good  for  us, 
poor,  dependent,  finite  creatures,  often 
to  retrospect  our  past  lives, — to  turn  over 
the  leaves  of  past  experience,  and  exa¬ 
mine  how  our  accounts  stand, — in  order 
that  we  may  be  stimulated  in  the  pursuit 
of  substantial  treasure,  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  those  talents,”  committed  to 
our  trust— that  so  we  may  become  right¬ 
ly  prepared  for  our  final  settlement,  and 
entitled,  through  the  mediation  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour,  to  the  reward  of 
“  faithful  servants.” 

Great,  indeed,  is  the  need  of  watch¬ 
fulness,  with  a  strict  examination,  and 
impartial  inquiry  into  the  state  of  our 
minds  from  day  to  day  ; — so  prone  are 
we  to  “  mingle  with  the  dross  of  earth 
so  inclined  to  dwell  at  ease,  and  rest  in  a 
kind  of  belief  that  we  are  doing  pretty 
well,  that  we  ate  not  going  backward, 
and  are  at  least  as  good  as  our  neighbours. 
— But  ah  !  the  need  of  being  “  emptied 
from  vessel  to  vessel,”  of  often  descend¬ 
ing  to  the  washing  pool,  and  frequently 
returning  to  the  closet,  to  experience 
the  holy  fire  to  be  always  burning  on  the- 
altar  of  our  hearts.  Labour  after  it  more 
and  more.  O  thou  being  formed  for  end¬ 
less  duration,  for  know  assuredly  that  a 
time  is  coming  wherein  thy  foundation 
will  be  tried.  Endeavour  to  dwell  in 
humility  at  all  times,  and  to  know  thy 
mind,  girt  about  with  watchful  circum¬ 
spection — so  shah  thou  find  safety  and 
preservation,  and  enjoy  many  advantages 
thereby,  of  which  the  superficial  and  un¬ 
wary  mind  is  deprived. 

Iota. 

FOR  THE  EVENING  riRE-llDR. 

“  Let  them  teach  others  who  themselves  excel, 

And  censure  freely  who  have  written  well.” 

But  how  Tveli  our  Observer  has  writ¬ 
ten,  judge  ye  by  the  errors  which  he  has 
reminded  us  of.  1  would  thank  him  to 
give  his  reason  for  the  proposed  amend¬ 
ments.  As  I  do  not  concei%'e  it  would 
do  for  me  to  change  my  sigpiature  because 
he  says  it  is  erroneous,  any  more  than  to 
alter  my  plan  of  husbandry,  because  ano¬ 
ther  may  say  it  is  wrong  ;  unless  he  ad¬ 
duces  a  cogent  reason  for  making  a  change 
which  carries  a  much  greater  demonstra¬ 
tion  with  it  than  the  bare  assertions  of 
Observer.  Jack  Sailor  may  answer 
for  himself,  but  I  do  not  judge  it  neces¬ 
sary  knowledge  to  the  public,  whether 
he  has  been  to  sea  or  not,  in  order  to  en¬ 
title  him  to  his  signature. 

Agricolus. 

12tAmo.  10,  1805. 
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From  the  Balancf* 


AMERICAN  CAPTIVES  IN  TRIPOLI. 

Extracts  from  the  journal  of  Dr*  Cowde^ 
ry^  kept  during  his  captivity  in  Tri^ 
poli* 

[continued.] 
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September^. — At  about  4  P;  M.  oui; 
squadron  commenced  another  attack  on 
the  town,  in  which  eight  of  our  gun. 
boats  drove  sixteen  Tripolitan  gun-boats 
under  the  battery  on  the  east  side  of  the 
harbor ;  while  the  commodore  bore 
down  and  gave  the  batteries  at  the  West 
end  of  the  town,  sevenH  broadsides. — 
Many  of  his  shot  came  into  the  town 
and  castle.  Two  bomb-ketches  were 
employed  in  heaving  shells  into  the  town, 
which  did  considerable  damage  to  several 
hduses,  and  enti^ly  destroyed  the  house 
of  the  Spanish  carpenter,  the  Bashaw’s 
naval  constructor.  I  observed’  the  ut¬ 
most  confoaion  and  random  firing  among 
the  Tripolitans.  It  appeared  they  were 
atmosc  ^ut  of  powder.  Two  of  their 
g^s  barsted,  one  of  which  was  an  eigh¬ 
teen,  pounder  of  the  late  Philadelphia 
fri^^lUe.  7'he  men,,  women  and  children 
ran  out  of  the  town  in  the  utmost  terror 
ati4  distraction. 

Septemb#*r  3. — Had  been  to  see  the 
prince  in  the  country,  and  was  returning 
about  10  o’clock  in  the  evening,  with  the 
’  Bashaw  and  suit,  when  we  saw  a  most 
extraordinary  light  or  flash  and  heard  a 
I  heavy  refiort.  We  all  wheeled  about,  and 
made  fOr  the  place  we  had  left ;  but  the 
Bashaw  soon  altered  his  mind,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  town,  while  1  went  to  the 
^country  palace  and  staid  all  night.  The 
explosion  was  a  fire-ship,  sent  into  the 
harbor  by  commodore  Preble,  which  did 
but  little  damage. 

September  5.— The  Turks  found  ten 
dead  men  near  the  place  where  the  vessel 
blew  up  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  inst. 
The  Bashaw  and  his  people’had  a  thanks¬ 
giving  to  Mahomet  on  the  occasion. — 
Their  ceremony  was  a  prayer  in  a  doleful 
^  tone,  and  singing,  accompanied  with  the 
sound  of  an  instrument  made  by  drawing 
a  skin  over  a  hoop. 

September  6.— More  men  were  found, 
tbr^e  -of  which  appeared  to  be  officers. 
By  permission,  1  took  our  boatswain  and 
a  gang  of  oiur  men,  and  buried  tlu-se  bo¬ 
dies  a  little -east  of  the  wall  of  the  town. 
All  that  1  saWf  irho  appeared  to  have 
been  killed  in  the  explo:»iotiy  amounted 
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to  fourteen.  The  Bashaw’s  son-in-law 
told  me  that  six  more  had  been  lound 
drifted  on  the  western  shore ;  but  1  could 
not  ascertain  the  truth  of  it. 

September  7, — John  M ‘Donah  died 
of  a  consumption  with  which  he  had  long 
been  ill.  , 

September  9. — The  Bashaw  took  me 
with  him  and  his  suit  to  his  country-seat 
where  we  spent  most  of  the  day.  About 
5  o’clock  P.  M.  we  went  to  seethe  great 
Marabnvt  (or  Mahometan  priest)  in 
whom  the  Bashaw  had  great  faith,  and 
thought  he  could  foretell  events.  It  was 
said  by  the  1  urks  that  he  foretold^  the 
stranding  and  capture  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  ;  and  that  he  got  offended  with  the 
Bashaw  and  caused  and  foretold  her  be¬ 
ing  burnt.  But  I  had  heard  nothing  of 
these  mysteries  until  a  little  previous  to 
this.  He  now  said  that  the  commodore’s 
ship,  the  Constitution,  would  never  re¬ 
turn  to  America — that  she  would  either 
be  blown  up  or  run  on  shore  :  and  that 
the  Bashaw  would  have  success  in  his 
warfare  with  America.  It  appeared  that 
this  great  prophet  was  a  sojourner  ;  and 
that  he  only  came  to  Tripoli  when  the 
Bashaw  was  in  want  of  a  prophet.  He 
W'as  encamped  on  the  Sandy  desart,  at  a 
tomb  of  an  ancient  AJarabexut,  The 
tomb  had  a  house  over  it,  with  several 
rooms,  and  was  encircled  with  several 
green  trees.  '  It  was  about  two  miles 
back  of  the  ganlens.  We  found  this 
great  Marnbrwt  standing  on  a  large  mat,  | 
which  was  spread  on  the  sand  under  the 
shade  of  a  large  mulberry. tree.  About 
thirty  of  his  attendants  stood  back  of 
him,  paraded  in  form  of  a  crescent.  1 
was  ordered  to  pull  off  my  hat  ;  and  we 
all  approached  him  from  the  west,  the 
Bashaw,  with  some  of  his  most  trusty 
attendants  io  front.  When  we  came 
near  him  we  all  dismounted.  The  Ba¬ 
shaw  ran  to  him — kneeled  before  him-— 
and  kissed  his  hand.  The  Mamelukes 
followed  his  example.  The  Mufabinut 
then  sat  down,  and  was  followed  bv  the 
Bashaw  and  his  suit,  forming  a  circle  on 
the  mat.  During  this  time,  I  stood  by 
my  mule,  about  nVe  rods  from  the  scene, 
with  my  hat  in  m)  hand.  I  was  soon 
called  and  ordered  by  the  Bashaw  to  take 
off  my  shoes  and  feel  the  Marabewt^s 
pulse.  1  left  my  shoes  at  the  edge  of 
the  mat,  or  holy  ground,  and  stepped 
on.  I  laid  my  hat  on  the  edge  of  the 
mat  in  preference  to  laying  it  on  the  sand  ; 
but  it  was  immediately  taken  off.  I  was 
then  ordered  to  approach  his  holiness  and 
kiss  his  hand.  I  felt  his  pulse  ;  but  be¬ 


fore  I  had  time  to  prcicribe  for  him,  he 
put  his  hand  against  me,  and  gave  me  to 
understand  that  I  must  go  off  the  holy 
ground.  I  immediately  stepped  ofl'— 
put  on  my  shoes,  took  my  hat,  and  went 
to  my  mule.  I'he  Bashaw  called  me 
back,  and  asked  what  I  would  do  for  tbs 
Marabewt*  I  recommended  bleeding  ; 
but  the  Marabewt  shook  his  head  and 
gave  me  to  understand  that  he  wanted 
nothing  of  the  kelp  ( the  Dog.J  I  was 
then  told  to  withdraw,  which  1  did,  and 
took  A  walk  round  the  tomb,  which  I 
found  to  be  very  ancient.  The  Bashaw 
spent  about  half  an  hour  with  the  Mara» 
bewtf  when  he  kissed  his  hand  ;  and  we 
all  returned  to  the  country  palace.  I'he 
Bashaw;  apologised  for  the  impoliteness 
of  Alarabewty  and  said  that  they  had  i 
foolish  antipathy^to  all  but  Mahometans. 

October  22. — None  of  our  cruizers 
were  to  be  seen  from  the  top  of  the  cas¬ 
tle.  The  Tripolitan  gun-.boats  were  dis¬ 
armed,  and  the  Bashaw's  gunners  were  ' 
employed  in  drawing,  the  charges  from 
the  cannon  on  the  battery,  Many  of  the 
guns  now  stood  in  the  sand,  as  they  did 
when  commodore  Preble  first  attacked, 
the  town.  On  being  fired  two  or  three 
times,  they  recoiled  into  the  sand  so  deep 
that  they  could  not  be  worked,  and  were 
abandoned*  The  Bashaw  told  me,  that 
if  he  had  three  frigates,  he  would  block¬ 
ade  America.  He  said  he  could  do  it  as 
easily  as  a  frigate  and  schooner  could 
blockade  Tripoli  ! 

October  26 — A  great  scarcity  of  gp*aio. 
Our  crew  had  no  bread  for  three  davs. 
The  Bashaw  gave  orders  to  all  the  mark¬ 
et  people,  not  to  sell  grain  to  any  bo¬ 
dy  but  his  house-hold.  There  was  no 
bread  to  be  had  for  money.  A  dispute 
took  place  between  the  Bashaw  and  the 
renegado  Lysle,  about  the  purchasing  of 
some  barley.  Lysle  was  considerably 
intoxicated,  and  insisted  on  his  right  to  i 
purchase  grain  in  the  market.  The  Ba¬ 
shaw  was  highly  affronted,  and  flew  at 
him  with  all  his  might,  struck  him,  and 
ordered  his  "  Mamelukes  to  disarm  him 
and  put  him  in  prison,  which  they  strove 
to  obey,  and  carried  him  off.  The  Ba¬ 
shaw,  however,  soon  ordered  him  re¬ 
leased,  and  then  ordered  his  servant  who 
was  supposed  to  be  the  cause  of  the  quar¬ 
rel,  bastinadoed  with  five  hundred  blows, 
which  was  immediately  put  into  execu¬ 
tion. 

November  9. — The  Bashaw  had  an 
epileptic  fit ;  and  his  people  thought  he 
was  possessed  with  the  Devil.  They 
performed  many  ceremonies  to  cast. him 
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out,  which  they  said  succeeded.  The 
Turks  said  they  saw  many  ghosts  the 
night  before  i  and  that  2,  Mar^ewt  ilvovt 
the  devil  out  of  the  Bashaw. 

December  6. — Our  men  suffer  for  the 
want  of  provisions.  The  Bashaw  does 
not  allow  them  either  victuals  or  cash. — 
They  get  but  a  small  allowance  of  bread, 
and  that  on  the  credit  of  their  own  coun¬ 
try,  They  are  beat  unmercifully  and 
compelled  to  work  hard  every  day, 

•  December was  informed,  that, 
through  the  influence  of  many  Turks, 
the  Bashaw  had  given  orders  to  Sarcy, 
our  master,  to  treat  the  American  pri¬ 
soners  with  the  utmost  severity,  in  order 
to  induce  the  United  States  the  sooner 
to  make  peace.  He  was  impatient  for 
his  money. 

December' 10.— Our  men  all  agreed 
not  to  work  unless  they  were  fed ;  and 
accordingly  when  the  wardens  went  to 
the  prison  and  ordered  them  out,  they 
all  refused.  The  wardens  whipped  them 
until  they  were  tired,  and  then  went 
away  to  inform  the  Bashaw,  who  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  them  bread  and  oil,  and 
they  went  to  work. 

December  21. — At  evening,  the  Bey, 
the  eldest  son  to  the  Bashaw  ,was  marri^ 
to  his  fit'lt  cousin,  eldest  daughter  to  the 
Bashaw  who  was  driven  out  of  Tripoli 
by  the  present  Bashaw.  The  bride  was 
said  to  be  very  handsome,  and  but 
tweWe  years  old. 

Our  boatswain,  carpenter,- sail  maker, 
and  first  master’s  mate,  who  had  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  town  for  a  few  months,  were 
put  in  close  confinement  with  oiir  other 
officers,  on  suspicion  of  attempting  to 
raise  the  crew  to  take  the  town. 

December  25.— The  Bashaw’s  son-in- 
law,  Selim,  who  had  charge  of  the  stores, 
was  detected  in  selling  a  quantity  of  cor¬ 
dage  to  a  Tunissian  merchant.  I'he  Ba¬ 
shaw  ordered  him  five  hundred  bastina¬ 
does  ;  hut  Selim  fled  to  a  Marabtnvt  for 
protection,  and  escaped  punishment. 

January  24. — Renegade  Wilson,  who 
pretended  to  be  a  great  engineer,  was 
ordered  hv  the  Bashaw  to  fire  hot  shot 
at  a  mark,  but  succeeded  indifferently. 
The  Bashaw,  however,  was  highly  plea¬ 
sed,  gave  Wilson  eight  dollars,  and  pro¬ 
mised  to  reward  him  in  proportion  to  his 
exertions  in  his  future  warfare.  Wilson 
cnofaged  to  teach  the  Turks  how  to  throw 
bombs,  hot  shot,  and  hand  grenades,; 
and  to  alter  and  improve  the  fortifica¬ 
tions,  he. 

January  25. — The  Bashaw  sent  me  to 
vish  the  wife  of  Alla  Mameluke.  She 


was  once  a  wife  or  concubine  to  the  Ba¬ 
shaw,  who  gave  her  as  a  wife  to  his  fa¬ 
vourite,  She  was  sister  to  a  wife  of  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco — about  eighteen, 
and  very  handsome.  She  was  in  child 
bed  travail,  attended  by  a  number  of 
Jewish  women.  She  was  delivered  of  a 
son,  her  fist  child,  to  the  great  joy  of  all 
the  Turks  in  the  castle,  male  and  female. 
It  was  proclaimed  by  a  loud  yelling  witli 
clapping  the  hand  to  and  from  the  mouth, 
by  the  women  of  the  castle. 

January  28. — The  Bashaw  was  inform¬ 
ed  by  Wilson,  the  renegado,  that  our 
crew  were  all  armed,  and  about  to  rise 
upon  the  town.  Search  was  made,  and 
the  report  found  to  be  false.  But  the 
Bashaw  was  much  intimidated,  and  an 
additional  guard  was  placed  over  us. 

('To  bt  continued. ) 

^  nous  VRIENDSHIP. 

How  blest  the  sacred  tie,  that  binds 
In  union  sweet,  according  minds  ! 

How  swift  the  heavenly  course  they  run 
Whose  hearts,  who  fahh,  whose  hopes  are  one  ! 

To  each,  the  soul  of  each  how  dear! 

I  What  jealous  love  !  what  holy  fear  ! 

How  dues  the  generous  Hame  whhin 
Ketinc  from  earth,  and  cleanse  from  sin  ! 

Their  streaming  tears  together  flow, 

Pur  human  guilt,  fltr  human  woe  ! 

I'heir  arUent  prayers  together  rise. 

Like  mingling  dames  in  sacrifice. 

Together  both,  they  seek  the  place 
Where  God  reveals  his  avafiU fuctJ 
How  high,  how  stroug  their  raptures  dwell. 
There’s  none  but  kindied  soaU  can  tell  T 
N'lr  shall  rhe  glowing  flame  expire  ! 

Wlieii  nature  dmiis  her  sick’ning  lire, 

1  hen  shall  they  meet  in  realms  above. 

A  heaven  of  joy,  because  of  /ove. 

BARBAULD. 

Study,  Composition,  and  Converse,  equals 
ly  necessary  to  inteliectual  accomplish* 
mmt. 

The  youth,  who  hopes  th*  Olympic  prize  to  gain, 
All  arts  must  try,  and  every  toil  sustain. 

Francis. 

It  is  observed  by  Bacon,  that  “  reading , 
makes  a  full  man,  conversation  a  ready 
man,  and  writing  an  exact  man.” 

As  Bacon  attained  to  degrees  of  know¬ 
ledge  scarcely  ever  reached  by  any  other 
man,  the  directions  which  he  gives  for 
study  have  certainly  a  just  claim  to  our 
regard  ;  for  who  can  teach  an  art  with 
so  great  authority,  as  he  that  has  practi¬ 
sed  It  with  undisputed  success  ? 

Under  the  protection  of  so  great  a 
name,  I  shall,  therefore,  venture  to  in¬ 
culcate  to  my  ingenious  contemporaries, 


the  necessity  of  reading,  the  fitness  of 
consulting  other  understandings  than 
their  own,  and  of  considering  the  senti¬ 
ments  and  opinio::^s  of  those  who,  how¬ 
ever  neglected  in  the  present  age,  had 
in  their  own  times,  and  many  of  them  a 
long  time  afterwards,  such  reputation 
for  knowledge  and  acuteness,  as  will 
scarcely  ever  be  attained  by  those  that 
despise  them. 

An  opinion  has  of  latC’bee^  1  know 
not  how,  propagated  among  tis,  that  li¬ 
braries  are  filled  only  with  useless  lum¬ 
ber  ;  that  men  of  parts  stand  in  need  of 
no  assistance  ;  and  that  to  spend  life  in 
poring  upon  books,  Js  only  to  imbibe 
prejudices,  to  obstruct  and  embarrass  the 
powers  of  nature,  to  cultivate  memory 
at  the  expence  of  judgment,  and  to  bury  . 
reason  under  a  chaos  of  indigested  learn- 
ing. 

Such  is  the  talk  of  tuany  who  think 
themselves  wise,  and  of  some  who  are 
thought  wise  by  others ;  of  whom  part 
probably  believe  their  own  tenets,  arul 
part  may  be  justly  suspected  of  endea¬ 
vouring  to  shelter  their  ignorance  in 
multitudes,  and  of  wishing  to  destniy. 
that  reputation  which  they  have  no  hopee 
to  share.  It  will,  1  believe,  be  foutKl 
invariably  true,  that  learning  was  never 
decried  by  any  learned  man  ;  and  what 
credit  can  be  given  to  those,  who  ven¬ 
ture  to  condemn  that  which  they  do  not 
know 

If  reason  has  the  power  ascribed  to  it 
by  its  advocates,  if  so  much  is  to  be  dis¬ 
covered  by  attention  and  meditation,  it  it 
hard  to  believe,  that  so  many  millions,  • 
equally  participating  of  the  bounties  of 
nature  with  ourselves,  have  been  for  ages 
upon  ages  meditating  in  vain  :  if  the  wits 
of  the  pretent  time  expect  the  regard  of 
posterity,  which  will  then  inherit  tHe 
reason  which  is  now  thought  superior  to' 
instruction,  surely,  they  may  allow  them¬ 
selves  to  be  instructed  by  the  reason  of 
former  generations.  When,  therefore, 
an  author  declares,  that  he  has  becn~ahle 
to  learn  nothing  from  the  writings  of  hia 
predecessors,  and  such  a  declaration  has 
been  lately  made,  nothing  but  a  degree- 
of  arrogance  unpardonable  in  the  great¬ 
est  human  understanding,  can  hinder 
him  from  perceiving  that  he  is  raising 
prejudices  against  his  own  performance; 
lor  with  what  hopes  of  success  can  he 
attempt  that  in  which  greater  abilities 
have  hitherto  miscarried  ?  or  witK  what 
f^eculiar  force  docs  he  suppose  himself^- 
invigorated,  that  difficulties  hitherto  in¬ 
vincible  should  give  way  before  him.? 
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Of  those  whom  Providence  has  quftlt» 
iicd  to  make  any  additions  to  human 
knowledge,  the  number  is  extremely 
small ;  and  what  can  be  added  b)  each 
jingle  mind,  even  of  this  superior  ciass, 
is  very  little  :  the  greatest  part  of  man¬ 
kind  must  owe  all  their  knowledge,  and 
all  must  owe  far  the  larger  part  of  it,  to 
the  information  of  others.  To  understand 
the  works  of  celebrated  authors,  to  com¬ 
prehend  their  sys^ms,  and  retain  their 
reasonings,  is  a  task  more  than  equal  to 
common  intellects  ;  and  he  is  by  no  means 
to  be  accounted  useless  or  idle,  who  has 
stored  his  mind  with  acquired  knowledge, 
and  can  detail  it  occasionally  to  others 
who  hiive  less  leisure  or  weaker  abilities. 

Persius  hasjustly  observed,  that  know¬ 
ledge  is  nothing  to  him  who  is  not  known 
by  others  to  possess  it  :  to  the  scholar 
himself  it  is  nothing  with  respect  either 
to  honour  or  advantage,  for  the  world 
cannot  reward  those  qualities  which  were 
concealed  from  it ;  with  respect  to  others 
it  is  nothing,  because  it  affords  no  help  to 
ignorance  or  error. 

It  is  with  justice,  therefore,  that  in 
an  accomplished  character,  Horace  unites 
just  sentiments  with  ilie  power  of  expres- 
sing  them  ;  and  he  that  has  once  accumu¬ 
lated  learning,  is  next  to  consider,  how 
he  shall  most  widely  diffuse  and  most 
agreeably  impart  it. 

A  ready  man  is  made  by  conversation. 
He  that  buries  himself  among  his  manu¬ 
scripts  “  besprent,**  as  Pope  expresses 
It,  “  with  learned  dust,’*  and  wears  out 
his  days  and  nights  in  perpetual  research 
and  solitary'  meditation,  is  too  apt  to  lose 
in  his  elocution  what  he  adds  to  his  wis¬ 
dom  ;  and  when  he  comes  into  the  world, 
to  appear  overloaded  with  his  own  no¬ 
tions,  like  a  man  armed  with  weapons 
which  he  cannot  wield.  He  has  no  fa¬ 
cility  of  inculcating  his  speculations,  of 
adapting  himself  to  the  various  degrees 
of  intellect  which  the  accidents  of  con¬ 
versation  will  present;  but  will  talk  to 
most,  unintelligibly,  and  to  all,  unplea¬ 
santly. 

1  was  once  present  at  the  lectures  of  a 
profound  philosopher,  a  man  really  skill¬ 
ed  in  the  science  which  he  professed, 
who  having  occasion  to  explain  the  terms 
Opacum  and  Pclucidum,  told  us,  after 
some  hesitation,  that  Opacum  was,  as  one 
might  say,  Opake,  and  that  Pelucidum 
signified  Peliicid.  Such  was  the  dexte- 
rity  with  which  this  learned  reader  facili- 
tated  to  bis  auditors  the  intricacies  of 
science  ;  and  so  true  is  it  that  a  man  may 
know  what  he  cannot  teach. 
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Boerhaave  complains,  that  the  writers 
who  have  treated  of  chemistry  before 
him, 'are  uaeiesg  to  the  greater  part  of 
students,  because  they  pre-suppose  their 
readers  to  have  such  degrees  of  skill  as 
are  not  often  to  be  found.  Into  the  same 
error  are  all  men  apt  to  fall,  who  have 
familiarized  any  subject  to  themselves  in 
solitude  :  they  discourse,  as  if  they 
thought  every  other  man  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  same  inquiries  ;  and  ex¬ 
pect  that  short  hints  and  obscure  allusions 
will  produce  in  others,  the  same  train  of 
ideas  which  they  excite  in  themselves. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  inconvenience 
which  the  man  of  study  suffers  from  a 
recluse  life.  When  he  meets  wilh  an 
opinion  that  pleases  him,  he  catches  it 
up  with  eagerness  ;  looks  only  after  such 
arguments  as  tend  to  his  confirmation  ; 
or  spares  himself  the  trouble  of  discus- 
I  sion,  ,aud  adopts  it  with  very  little  proof ; 
indulges  it  long  without  suspicion,  and  in 
time  unites  it  to  the  general  body  of  his 
knowledge,  and  treasures  it  up  among  in- 
contcstible  truths:  but  when  he  comes 
into  the  world  among  men  who,  arguing 
upon  dissimilar  principles,  have  been 
led  to  did'erent  conclusions,  and  being  ; 
placed  in  various  situations,  view  the  I 
same  object  on  many  sides  ;  he  finds  his  | 
darling  position  attacked,  and  himself  in  i 
no  condition  to  defend  it:  having  thought 
always  in  one  train,  he  is  in  the  state  of 
a  man  who  having  fenced  always  with 
the  same  master,  is  perplexed  and  ama¬ 
zed  by  a  new  posture  of  his  antagonist  ; 
he  is  entangled  in  unexpected  difhculties, 
he  IS  harrassed  by  suddien  objections,  he 
is  unprovided  with  solutions  and  replies, 
his  surprise  impedes  his  natural  powers  of 
reasoning,  his  thoughts  are  scattered  and 
confounded,  and  he  gratifies  the  pride 
of  airy  petulance  with  an  easy  victory.  I 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine,  with  what 
obstinacy  truths  which  one  mind  perceives 
almost  by  intuition,  will  be  rejected  by 
another  ;  and  how  many  artifices  must 
be  practised,  to  procure  admission  for 
the  most  evident  propositions  into  under¬ 
standings  frightened  by  their  novelty,  or 
hardened  against  them  by  accidental  pre¬ 
judice  ;  it  can  scarcely  be  conceived, 
how  frequently,  in  these  extemporaneous 
controversies,  the  dull  willbe  subtile,  and 
the  acute  absurd  ;  how  often  stupidity 
will  elude  the  force  of  argument,  by  in¬ 
volving  itself  in  its  own.  gloom  ;  and 
mistaken  ingenuity  will  weave  artful  fal¬ 
lacies,  which  reason  can  scarcely '  find 
means  to  disentangle. 

In  these  encounters  the  learning  of  the 
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reduse  usually  fails  him :  nothing  1 
long  habit  and  frequent  experiments  c 
confer  the  power  of  changing  a  posit! 
into  various  forms,  presenting  it  in  d 
ferent  points  of  view,  connecting  it  wi 
known  and  granted  truths,  fortifying 
with  mtelligible  arguments,  and  illustr 
ing  it  by  apt  similitudes  ;  and  he,  thei 
fore,  that  has  collected  his  knowledge 
solitude,  must  learn  its  application  I 
mixing  with  mankind. 

But  while  the  various  opportunities 
conversation  invite  us  to  try  every  moi 
oi  argument,  and  every  art  of  recor 
mending  our  sentiments,  we‘'are  fr 
quently  bett^yed  to  the  use  of  such 
are  not  in  themselves  strictly  defensibli 
a  man  heated  in  talk,  and  eager  of  vict 
ry,  takes  advantage  of  the  mistakes  ( 
Ignorance  of  his  adversary,  lays  hold  i 
ednetssions  to  which  he  knows  he  hasr 
right,  and  urges  proofs  likely  to  preva 
on  his  opponent,  though  he  knows  hi n 
self  that  they  have  no  force  :  thus  the  s 
verity  of  reason  is  relaxed,  many  topi( 
are  accumulated,  but  without  just  arrang 
ment  or  distinction  ;  we  learn  to  satisi 
ourselves  with  such  ratiocination  as  s 
lences  others  :  and  seldom  rccal  to  a  cloi 
examination,  that  discourse  which  h; 
gratified  our  vanity  with  victory  and  a] 
plause. 

Some  caution,  therefore,  must  be  usei 
lest  copiousness  and  facility  be  made  lei 
valuable  by  inaccuracy  and  confusion.- 
To  fix  the  thoughts  by  writing,  and  sul 
jeet  them  to  frequent  examinations  an 
reviews,  is  the  best  method  of  enablir 
the  mind  to  detect  its  own  sophisms,  an 
keep  it  on  guard  againt  the  fallacies  whic 
it  practices  on  others :  in  conversatic 
we  naturally  diffuse  our  thoughts,  and  i 
writing  wc  contract  them  :  method  i 
the  excellence  of  writing,  and  uncoi 
straint  the  grace  of  conversation. 

To  read,  write,  and  converse  in  du 
proportion,  is  therefore,  the  business  ( 
a  man  of  letters.  For  all  these  there  i 
not  often  equal  opportunity  ;  excellence 
is  not  often  attainable  ;  and  most  me 
fail  in  one  or  other  of  the  ends  proposec 
and  are  full  without  readiness,  or  read 
without  exactness.  Some  deficienc 
must  be  forgiven  all,  because  all  ar 
men  ;  and  more  must  be  allowed  to  pas 
uncensured  in  the  greater  part  of  th 
world,  because  none  can  confer  upo 
himself  aiJiiities,  and  few  have  the  choic 
of  situations  proper  for  the  improvemet 
of  those  which  nature  has  bestowed  :  i 
IS,  however,  reasonable,  to  have  perfei 
tion  in  our  eye  ;  that  we  may  always  ac 
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vaoce  towards  it,  though  we  know  it  ne* 
ver  can  be  reached. 

p  i  [^Admenturer^"} 

TtfB  COlOOtTS  OP  aESforoif.  ' 

Oh!  blest  reli^onJ  heavenly  fair  ! 

Thy  kind,  thy  healing  m>wer» 

Can  sweeten  pain;  and  s  nien  care. 

And  gild  each  g^ioomy  hour. 

When  dismal  thoughts,  and  boding  fi^s, 

The  ttembling  heart  invade  ; 

And  all  the  face  of  nature  wears  * 

An  univcMiaUBiMtde  ; 

Thy  sacred  dictare’t  can  assuage 
The  tetnpesr  of  the  sotil  i 

And  every  fear  shall  l.tte  its  rage 
At  thy  divine  controul. 

Thro’  life’s  l)e«tilder*d  darksome  way  r 
Thy  hand  unerring  leads  ; 

And  o’er  the  path  thy  heavenly  ray 
A  cheering  lustre  sheds. 

When  feebW  reason,  tried  and  blind,  ’  ‘ 

'  Sinks  helpless  and  afraid  i 

Thou  supporter  of  the  mind,  « 

How  powerful  is  thy  aid  ! 

Oh !  let  my  heart  confess  thy  power. 

And  kind  ihy  sweet  relief ; 

To  bnghfon  every  gloomy  hour. 

And  sotten  every  grief ! 

ANECDOTE. 

Sheridan,  in  his  life  of  Swift,  relates 
the  following  anecdote  : — 

Once  when  he  was  in  the  country,  he 
received  intelligence  that  there  was  to  be 
a  beggar’s  wedding  in  the  neighbourhood. 
He  resolved  not  to  miss  the  opportuoitv 
of  seeing  so  curious  a  ccrcmouv  ;  and 
that  be  might  enjov  the  whole  complete¬ 
ly,  proposed  to  Dr.  Sheridan  that  he 
should  go  thither,  disguised  as  a  blind 
(idler,  with  a  bandage  over  his  eyes,  and 
he  would  attend  him  as  his  man  to  lead  i 
him.  'Thus  accoutered,  they  reached 
the  scene  of  action,  where  the  blind  fid- 
ler  was  received  with  jo\  ful  shouts. — 
They  had  plenty  of  meat  and  drink,  and 
plied  the  (idler  and  his  man  with  more_ 
than  was  agreeable  to  them.  Never  was 
a  more  joyous  wedding  seen.  They 
sung,  thev  danced,  told  their  stories, 
cracked  jokes,  8cc.  in  a  vein  of  humour 
more  entertaining  to  their  two  guests,  than 
they  probably  would  have  found  in  any 
other  meeting  on  the  like  occasion.  When 
they  were  about  ro  depart,  they  pulled 
out  their  leather  pouches,  and  rewarded 
the  (idler  very  handsomely.  The  next 
day  the  Dean  and  the  Doctor  walked  out 
in  their  usual  dress,  and  found  their  com¬ 
panions  of  the  preceding  evening  scat¬ 
tered  about  in  different  parts  of  the  road 
4nd  the  neighbouring  village,  all  begging 
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their  charity  in  doleful  strains,  and  tel¬ 
ling  dismal  stories  of  their  distress.-— 
Among  these  they  found  many  upon 
crutches^  who  had  danced  very  nimbly  at 
the  wedding  ;  otherb  stone  blhtd,  who  had 
been  perfectly  lileai'sl^hted  at  the  feast. 
The  Doctor  distributed  anton^  thehi  the 
money  which  he  had  received  as  his  pzy, ; 
but. the  Dean,  who  mortally  hated  those 
sturdy  vagrants,  rated  them  soundly  : 
told  them  in  what  manner  he  had  been 
present  at  the  weddmg,  and  was  let  into 
their  roguery,  and  assured  them,  if  they 
did  not  immediately  Apply  lo  honest  la< 
hour,  he  would  have  them  taken  u{)  and 
sent  to  goal. — Whereupon  the  lame  once 
more  recovered  their  legs,  and  the  blind 
their  eyes,  so  as  to  makc  a  very  precipi¬ 
tate  retreat. 

•  perseverance. 

*  I 

All  the  performances  of  hnman  art,  at 
which  we  » look  w'ith  praise  or  wonder, 
are  instances  of  the  resistless  force  of 
per‘>evcrance.  It  is  by  this  that  the  quar¬ 
ry  becomes  a  pyramid,  and  distant  coun¬ 
tries  are  united  by  canals,  if  a  man  were 
to  compare  the  effects  of  a  .single  stroke 
of  Ute  pick  ax,  or  of  one  impression  ol 
a  spade,  with  the  general  design  and  last 
result,  he  would  be  overwhelmed  with  a 
sense  of  their  disproportion.  Yet  these 
petty  operations  incessantly  continued,  in 
time  surmount  the  greatest  difficulties, 
and  mountains  are  levelled  and  oceans 
bounded  by  the  slender  force  of  hu/nan 
beings.  It  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  im¬ 
portance  to  those  who  have  any  inten¬ 
tions  of  deviating  from  the  beaten  roads 
of  life,  and  of  acquiring  a  reputation  su¬ 
perior  to  a  name,  hourly  swept  away  b\ 
lime  among  the  refuse  of  fame,  should 
add  to  theic  reason  and  their  spirit  the 
power  of  persisting  in  their  purposes, 
and  acquire  the  art  of  sapping  what  they 
cannot  batter,  and  the  habit  of  vanquish¬ 
ing  obstinate  resistance  by  obstinate  at¬ 
tacks.  "  . 

Dr.  Jounson. 

The  author  of  Howard’s  life  mentions 
the  following  Anecdote  of  him,  which 
if  parents  would  practise,  it  would  per¬ 
haps  be  of  use. 

His  child  one  day,  wanting  something 
which  he  was  not  to  have,  fell  into  a  fit 
of  crying,  which  the  nurse  could  not  pa¬ 
cify.  Mr,  Howard  took  him  from  her, 
and  laid  him  quietly  in  his  lap,  till,  fa¬ 
tigued  with  crying,  he  became  still. — 
This  proce&s  a  few  times  repeated,  had 
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such  an  eflPect,  that  the  child  if  crying 
ever  so  violently,  was  rendered  quiet 
the  instant  his  father  took  him.  In  a 
similar  manner,  without  harsh  words 
and  threats,  still  leSs  bloiVs,  he  gained 
every  other  point  which  he  thought  ne¬ 
cessary  to  gain,  and  brought  the  child 
to  such  a  habit  of  obedience,  that  I  have 
heard  him  say,  he  believed  his  son  would 
have  put  his  (inger  into  the  (ire  if  he  had 
commanded  him. 

I 

A  gentleman  who  had  been  commis¬ 
sioned  by  his  w’ife  to  make  a  purchase 
for  her  at  a  milliner’s,  being  accosted  by 
a  friend  on  his  return,  begged  to  be  ex¬ 
cused  from  stopping,  as  he  bad  bought 
a  bonnet  for  his  wife,  “  ami  was  afraid 
the  fashion  might  change  btfor^  he  got 
hoineJ*^ 

[AT.  E.  Pallad.^ 


SUMMARY  OF  INTELLIGENCE. 

Foreign. — By  a  late  arrival,  intelligence 
has  been  received  of  a  moft  obRinate  and 
bloody  battle  having  taken  place  between 
the  French  and  AuRrians.  in  which  the  lat¬ 
ter  m  tde  a  long  and  'hgorous  reRRance — and 
that  the  battle  laReJ  die  greater  part  of  the 
day. — Vi<5lory,  however,  at  length  dccid  d 
in  favor  of  the  French,  and  the  AuRrians 
were  completely  defeated — the  wdiole  line  of 
the  Illcr  was  forced — Ulmand  its  magazines, 
cannon  and  baggage  taken — and  Gene»al 
Mack  wnth  tlic  wdioie  of  his  Raff  made  pri- 
fof  ers.  The  lofs  in  killed  anU  wounded  was 
immenfe  on  the  fide  of  the  AuRrians — it 
was  immenfe,  loo,  no  doubt,  on  the  part  of' 
the  French.  None  of  die  names  of  the  killed 
or  wounded  officers  have  yet  transpired,  but 
thofe  who  furvivvd  the  battle  were  captured 
or  difperfed  ;  the  whole  of  the  AuRriaii  ar¬ 
my  is  reprefented  as  being  nearly  deflroyed  ; 
not  a  veRige  of  what  might  be  deemed  one 
efficient  corps  remained  ;  thole  who  efcaped- 
the  fword  or  the  chains  of  the  enemy,  all  who 
were  not  among  the  number  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  or  prifoners,  were  broken  into 
puny  detachments,  and  feattered  in  various 
dire<Rions. 

Capt.  Stanton,  in  the  faR  faiiing  (hip  Nep¬ 
tune,  arrived  at  New- York  in  35  days  from 
Liverpool,  is  the  bearer  of  the  following 
important  news,  taken  from  London  papers. 

LoNpo^,  Nov.  7. — To  the  official  details 
of  the  deflruiflion  of  the  combined  fleets, 
we  are  enabled  to  add  fome  intereRing  par¬ 
ticulars  w^hich  occurred  before  and  during 
the  adion,  and  fome  circumRances  relative 
to  our  immortal  Nelfon.  ‘When  Lord  NeU 
fon  found  that,  by  his  (kilful  manoeuvres,  he 
had  pi  deed  the  enemy  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
that  they  could  not  avoid  an  engagement. 
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he  difpUyed  the  utmbfl  animation,  and  his 
ufual  confidence  of  Victory  ;  he  faid  to  cap¬ 
tain  Hardy,  and  the  other  otficers  who  fur- 
rounded  him  on  the  quarter-deck,  **  now 
they  cannot  efcape  us  ;  I  think  we  lhall  at 
lead  make  fure  of  twenty  of  them.  I  (hall 
probably^lofe  a  leg,  but  that  unll  be  purcha- 
fing  a  ▼!<5lory  cheaply.”  The  Vidlory,  his 
Lordihtp’s  (hip  being  la(hed  totlie  Santifiima 
Trinidad,  his  Lordlnip  v/as  entirely  espofed, 
as  well  to  the  fire  of  cannon  as  the  muf- 
queftry  from  the  tops,  from  which  a  conftant 
fire  was  kept  up.  He  wore  the  infigna  of  the 
Rath,  of  the  Crefeent,  and  of  the  other  Or¬ 
ders,  the  honorable  rewards  of  the  glorious 
exploits  which  he  had  atchioved.  So  fplen 
did  a  mark  could  not  fail  to  attra^  the  notice 
of  the  enemy,  and  Capt.  Hardy,  alarmed 
for  his  fafety,  repeatedly  entreated  him,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  a^ion  to  change 
Aij  coat  ;  but  his  mind  was  too  much  occu¬ 
pied  with  the  feene  to  think  of  peribnal  dan- 

E:r  About  the  middle  of  the  a^ion  his 
ordfiiip’s  fecretary  wa»  killed  at  his  fide  ; 
and  Ihortly  after,  a  muiket  ball,  fired  from 
the  tops  <)f  the  Santidima  Trinidad,  grazed 
his  EordOiip’s  (houlder,  and,  entering  his 
left  brcaO;,  pafTcd  through  his  lungs.  ITic 
Hero  irtdantly  fell.  He  wa*s  InJmediatcly 
carried  below,  and  the  furgton  pronounced 
the  wound  mortal.  ^  His  LoHhip  lived  about 
an  liour,  during  the  whole  of  which  time  he 
remained  perledly  colledled,  and  difplayed 
the  fame  heroic  magnanimity  in  the  arms  of 
death,  that  had  marked  his  condudl  in  every 
adion  of  bis  glorious  life  !  A  few  minutes 
before  he  expired,  he  ordered  capt.  Hardy  to 
be  called  to  him  ;  when*  the  captain  came, 
he  afked  how  many  of  the  enemy's  (hips  liad 
ilruck  ?  the  captain  anfwcred,  that  as  nearly 
as  he  could  afcertain,  fifteen  fail  of  the  line 
had  fii  uck  their  colours.  His  Lordfnip  then, 
with  that  fervent  piety  which  as  (Irongly 
marked  his  ebara^er,  as  (kill  and  courage, 
returned  thanks  to  the  Almighty  ;  then  turn¬ 
ing  to  captain  Hardy,  he  faid,  “  I  know  I 
am  dying.  1  could  have  wilhed  toYurvive  to 
breatiie  my  laft  upon  Brittili  ground ;  but 
the  will  of  God  be  done!”  In  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  he  expired  !  !  !  The  laft  fignal  Lord 
Nehbn  made  was  fuch  as  cannot,  and  never 
will  be  forgot — it  wasby  tclegraphe— That 
England  ezpe^ed  every  man  would  do  his 
duty.” 

ITms  died,  in  die  48th  year  of  his  age, 
the  greateft  commander  tliat  ever  adorned 
the  Britifh  navy,  leaving  behind  him — c/a^ 
rum  et  vrneratile  nomen  gentibus^  name  dear  to 
Great-Britan,  and  an  example  of  heroifm  that 
will  infpirc  his  gallant  companions  in  arms 
to  emul  itc  his  virtues,  and  live  in  the  re- 
fcmblance  of  a  grateful  pofterity. 

It  may  excitri  (bmc  ’  furprife  that  the  com¬ 
bined  iicet,  though  f^  much  firperior  in 
number,  fhould  venture  to  meet  a  fieet. 


commanded  by  Lord  Nclfon,  from  whom 
they  bad  fled  over  one  half  of  the  globe, 
panic  ftruck  at  his  name,  when  he  had  only 
eleven  (ail  of  the  line.  We  underftand  that 
the  fcarcity  of  provtiions  rendered  it  impof- 
fible  for  them  to  ftay  much  longer  in  Cadiz. 
Orders  were  given  to  Viileneuve,  that  he 
muft  rilk  an  adion,  ihould  he  perceive  any 
material  diminution  of  the  Engliih  fieet. ^ 
From  a  private  letter,  tranfmitted  Tome  time 
ago,  from  bis  lordfhip,  it  appeared  that  he 
had  intelligence  of  thefe  orders,  and  formed 
his  plan  accordingly.  When  his  lordihip 
difpatched  Admiral  Louis,  in  the  beginning 
of  laft  month  for  provifion  and  water  to  Te- 
tuan,  with  feven  fail  of  the  line  and  fome 
frigates,  he  cxpc<ficd  of  courfc,  that  the 
French  Admiral  would  come  out  to  give  him 
battle.  He  then  communicated  his  plan  of 
attack  to  all  his  captains,  who  aniwered, 
unanimoufly,  that  this  plan  was  (b  wifely 
concerted,  it  muft  fucceed  ;  and  they  would 
all  pledge  their  lives  for  the  rcfult.  His 
lordlhip,  on  receiving  this  anfwer,  declared 
it  was  one  of  the  happieft  circumftances  of 
his  life. 

The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  will 
probably  prove  to  be  above  1000.  The  Vic¬ 
tory  is  faid  to  have  loft  150  men. 

Admiral  Collingwood  is  appointed  com- 1 
mander  in  the  Mediterranean,  with  the  fame 
powers  Lord  Nelibn  had.  Bevcral  (hips  have 
failed  to  reinforce  that  fieet. 

■  The  junction  of  the  PruiTians  with  the  Ruf¬ 
fians,  is  fully  confirmed  by  the  Dutch  Jour¬ 
nal  of  die  4th  inft. 

By  accounts  from  London  it  appears  that 
a  treaty  of  alliance  had  been  formed  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  King  of  Prufiia. 

llie  intelligence  from  Berlin  ftates  that 
the  political  tyftem  of  the  Pnifllan  cabinet 
has  undergone  a  complete  change  in  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  month.  Inftead  of  placing 
her  immenfe  armies  upon  the  war  eftablilh- 
ment  merely  to  refift  the  palfage  of  a  foreign 
force  through  her  .territories,  and  maintain 
her  neutrality,  Prulfia  has  conceded  full 
liberty  of  tranfmit  to  the  Rufiian  forces,  and 
is  marching  her  armies  to  Francooia,  to  the 
Banks  of  die  Rhine,  and  to  the  borders  of 
the  Batavian  republic.  Three  armies,  a- 
mounting  in  the  whole  to  1 50,000  men,  are 
adually  on  their  march*  ibr  the  different  points 
we  have  mentioned.  A  fourth  army,  of  im¬ 
menfe  force,  is  afiembling  at  Branbenburg, 
to  fiipport  the  three  firft  ;  24,000  Saxons, 
and  20.000  Heffians,  are  to  be  united  to  the 
armies  on  their  march  to  Franconia  and 
Weftphalia.  | 

The  following  intcrefting  intelligence, 
(fays  the  New-York  Commercial  Advertilcr 
of  the  I6th  inft.)  we  have  received  from  a 
refpetflable  gentleman,  who  arrived  here  on 
Saturday  evening,  in  41  days  from  Bordeaux. 


The  day  before  this  gentleman  failed,  pri¬ 
vate  letters  from  Paris  were  received  at  Bor¬ 
deaux,  announcing,  that  (a  few  days  fub 
fequent  to  the  capitulation  of  Ulm,  and  the 
capture  of  Gen.  Mack  and  his  troops,)  the 
Rufiian  army,  having  proceeded  by  forced 
'marches,  came  up  with  the  columns  under 
the  command  of  Prince  Murat  and  Marfiiall 
Bernadotte^that  a  (evere  a^ion  enfued— 
that  Murat  and  Bernadotte  were  both  killed  ; 
22  General  Officers  either  killed,  feverely 
wounded,  or  taken  prifoners  ;  and  the  whole 
of  the  French  troops  defeated  with  immenfq; 
llaughter. — Such  was  the  information  re¬ 
ceived  at  Bordeaux,  and  believed  by  the 
beft  informed  gentlemen  of  that  place. 

The  intelligence  produced  an  immediate 
and  coniiderablc  e(Fe<ft  on  the  funds  at  Bor¬ 
deaux. 

Domestic. — ^Thc  Legpfiature  of  North 
Carolina,  have  ele^cd  Ur.  Nathaniel  Alex¬ 
ander,  Governor  of  that  ftatc. 

Twenty-three  Indian  Chiefs,  from  differ¬ 
ent  tribes,  paifed  through  Georgetown,  Vii> 
ginia,  on  the  loth  inft.  on  a  vilit  to  the  Prcfi- 
dent  of  tlie  United  States. 

Congress, — On  the  9th  instant^  the  house 
went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
third  reading  of  a  bill,  prohibiting  for  a  cer¬ 
tain  time,  tne  exportation  of  arms  and  am¬ 
munition  put  of  ^e  United  States. 

A  meifage  was  next  day  received  from  the 
Prefident,  relative  to  documents  refpe«fling 
fpoliations  and  aggrefiions,  ficc. 

The  firft  document  related  to  detenfiont, 
&c.  in  New  Orleans. 

2d.  To  the  adverfe  condu61  of  Spain,  in 
various  inftancei  in  Louifiana. 

3d.  To  robberies  committed  by  Spaniards 
on  the  citizens  of  tlie  United  States  in  Loui¬ 
fiana,  and  within  the  lines  of  the  territory 
ceded  by  France. 

4th.  To  the  obftru^ion  of  our  commerce 
on  the  river  Mobile.  Referred  to  a  feleR 
committee. 

A  letter  from  the  Ifie  of  France,  mentions 
40  fail  of  American  veifels  being  embargoed 
at  that  place. 

Interments  in  the  different  burial  grounds 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  for 
the  week  ending  the  14th  inft.  Adults  17 — 
Children  6 — Total  23. 
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